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CHAPTER  I 


STATEMENT  OP  PROBLEM 
AND  REVIEW  OP  RELATED  RESEARCH 

PROBLEM: 

The  purpose  of  this  study  was  to  make  a com- 
parison of  voluntary  reading  in  relation  to  other  voluntary 
activities  in  Grades  four,  five,  and  six.  The  evaluation 
of  a reading  program  as  measured  by  standardized  reading 
tests  considers  only  the  skill  the  child  has  acquired.  The 
evaluation  of  the  program  should  consider  also  the  extent 
to  which  the  child  uses  reading  to  gain  information  and  the 
extent  to  which  he  enjoys  its  use. 

This  investigation  is  set  up  as  an  attempt  to 
answer  the  following  questions: 

1.  How  does  reading  compare  with  other  voluntary 
activities  in  grades  four,  five,  and  six  ? 

2.  What  is  the  influence  of  sex  on  the  choice  of 
reading  as  a voluntary  activity  ? 

One  of  the  chief  objectives  of  teaching  reading 
as  set  forth  by  the  Twenty-fourth  Yearbook  is...  "to  provide 
strong  motives  for  and  a permanent  interest  in  reading  that 
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will  inspire  the  present  and  future  life  of  the  reader  and 
for  the  wholesome  use  of  leisure  time,"  — ^ 

This  objective  of  the  reading  program  has  been  em- 
phasized by  numerous  other  educators  writing  in  the  field 
of  elementary  education* 

Terman  and  Lima  stressed  this  objective  in  the  opening 
paragraph  of  the  preface  to  their  book  Children1 s Heading 
by  the  statement: 

One  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the  teacher  is 
to  stimulate  her  pupils'  interest  in  books  and  to  give 
direction  to  their  reading  habits.  It  is  conceivable 
that  in  the  conscientious  performance  of  this  duty, the 
teacher  may  render  a service  of  value  equal  to  that  of 
teaching  the  subject  matter  of  the  prescribed  curriculum, 
Much  of  the  knowledge  imparted  by  teaching  is  soon 
forgotten,  but  the  influence  of  the  reading  tastes  and 
habits  formed  in  childhood  may  last  for  a lifetime.  2/ 


McKee  also  recognized  the  school's  responsibility  in 

developing  reading  of  this  type  when  he  wrote: 

The  small  amount  of  time  devoted  to  reading  by  the 
average  person  is  suggestive.  It  may  show  further  that 
an  effective  habit  of  reading  has  not  been  established. 
If  such  be  true,  the  school  needs  to  set  about  creating 


1/  Twenty-fourth  Yearbook  of  the  national  Society  for  the 
Study  of  Education , Bloomington,  Illinois:Public  School 
Publishing  Company ,1925 , p.ll. 

2/  Lewis  Terman  and  Margaret  Lima,  Children*  s Heading. 

Tew  York:  D. Apple ton-Century  Company, 1935 , (revised  edition) , 
p.  V. 
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a desire  to  read,  and  it  mast  establish  the  habit  of 
reading. 


Stone  likewise  noted  this  phase  of  the  reading  program 
as  one  of  the  main  objectives  to  be  attained.  He  said: 

If  opportunities  are  provided  in  the  home  and  in 
the  school  for  free  reading,  many  children  will  acquire 
the  habit  of  regular  reading  for  pleasure.  On  the 
other  hand,  many  will  not,  especially  the  poorer  readers. 
To  develop  an  interest  in  free  reading  and  establish 
the  habit  of  voluntary  reading  of  books  on  the  part  of 
every  child  is  an  important  objective  for  the  teacher.  — ' 


William  S.  Gray  presents  the  following  summary  of  an 
experiment  done  by  James  Vaughn  in  1924.  It 

...  determined  the  number  of  books  read  independent- 
ly during  a school  year  by  the  children  in  forty  rural 
schools  in  grades  III-VIII,  inclusive.  The  maximum 
number  of  books  read  by  any  pupil  was  seven:  only  ten 
pupils  read  more  than  four;  fifteen  per  cent  of  the 
pupils  read  no  books;  twenty-eight  per  cent  read  no 
books  or  only  one.  The  average  number  of  books  read 
per  grade  was  as  follows:  third,  1.3;  fourth,  2.0; 
fifth,  2.5;  sixth,  2.8;  seventh,  2.9;  eighth,  3.2. 

The  small  amount  of  reading  was  partly  explained  in 
the  following  terms.  'The  number  of  books  in  the  home 
libraries  probably  indicates  that  the  parents  do  not 
read  books.  Consequently,  the  child  receives  from  his 
parents  very  little  stimulation  to  read.  The  large 
number  of  books  in  the  school  libraries  and  the  small 
amount  of  reading  done  by  the  children  suggests  that  , 

the  pupils  are  not  stimulated  to  read  by  the  teacher.'^/ 


3/  Paul  McKee,  Reading  and  Literature  in  the  Elementary 
School.  Bo s ton :Soughxon  Mifflin  Company ,1934,  pp. 34-35. 

4/  Clarence  R0  Stone,  Better  Advanced  Reading.  St. Louis: 
^ebster  Publishing  Company,  1937,  p.181. 

5/  William  S.  Gray, "Summary  of  Reading  Investigations" 
(July  1,1924  to  June  30,1925),  Elementary  School  Journal, 
(Monograph  Ho. 28, University  of  Chicago ,1926 ) , p.13. 
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Terman  and  Lima  —'found  from  their  study  of  the  amount 
of  reading  done  "by  children  of  different  age  levels  that 
from  the  ages  of  six  to  eight,  the  children  read  no  books; 
from  eight  to  ten,  the  average  was  1.5;  from  ten  to  twelve, 
2,00;  from  twelve  to  fourteen,  3.00;  and  from  fourteen  to 
sixteen,  2.5.  This  study  showed  that  there  was  an  increase 
in  the  amount  of  reading  as  a voluntary  activity  until  a 
child  was  thirteen.  After  the  age  of  thirteen,  the  amount 
decreased. 

The  findings  of  these  two  studies  revealed  that  reading 
as  a voluntary  activity  was  at  its  highest  interest  level 
at  the  ages  and  grades  at  which  this  survey  endeavored  to 
measure  it. 

Several  investigations  have  been  made  to  measure  the 
extent  of  leisure  time  activities  of  elementary  school 
children. 

7/ 

In  1927,  Lehman  and  Witty  “reported  an  investigation 
which  they  made  with  both  children  and  adults  by  the  use  of 
a list  of  120  play  activities.  Pupils  were  asked  to  check 
on  this  list  only  the  play  activities  in  which  they  had 
engaged  during  the  past  week.  This  list  was  checked  by 
various  school  groups  on  four  different  dates  from  1923  until 
1926.  The  number  participating  in  the  investigation  was 
24,357. 


i 


One  of  the  interesting  findings  of  this  investigation 
was"..*  at  most  age  levels  a larger  percentage  of  girls  than 
boys  judged  book-reading  to  have  consumed  more  of  their  leis- 
ure time  than  any  other  activity*"  — / 

Previously,  he  had  said:  "Table  XXIII  shows  olearly  that 
book-reading  is  more  often  a favorite  activity  among  girls 
than  among  boys*  Between  the  ages  of  ten  and  a half  and 
sixteen  and  a half,  book-reading  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the 
three  favorites  by  almost  twice  as  many  girls  as  boys*"  ^ 
Published  during  the  same  year  as  the  above-mentioned 
study,  Lancaster  — ^ presented  similar  findings  from  an 
investigation  which  he  carried  out  through  the  use  of  a 
questionnaire  ballot  given  to  approximately  four  thousand 
children  in  grades  IV  to  VIII,  The  findings  warranted  the 
conclusion  that  the  girls  in  grades  IV  to  VIII  do  a larger 
amount  of  voluntary  reading  than  the  boys  do. 


A study  of  the  leisure  activities  of  intermediate  grade 
pupils  made  by  Bernadette  Dore  — / in  1935  on  approximately 
eleven  hundred  pupils  in  grades  IV,V,and  VI  in  five  different 


schools  revealed  "that  all  children  like  reading,  the  differ- 
ence between  fast  and  slow  groups  being  only  1,4  per  cent."  i£/ 


8/  Ibid. , po 96. 

9/  ibid. , p. 95. 

1(5/  Thomas  J.  Lancaster,  "A  Study  of  Voluntary  Heading  of 
Children  in  Grades  IV  to  VIII,"  Elementary  School  Journal,  Vol. 
XXVIII,  March,  1928,  pp. 525-537. 

11/  Bernadette  Dore,  "A  Study  of  the  Leisure  Activities  of 
Intermediate  Grade  Pupils."  Unpublished  Master's  Thesis, 

George  Washington  University,  Washington,  D.C.,  1935. 

12/  Ibid.,  p*  19. 
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The  purpose  of  these  research  studies  was  to  find  the 
relationship  between  the  leisure  time  activities  of  children 
and  their  chronological  age,  mental  capacity,  social  and 
economic  background.  The  purpose  of  this  investigation  was 
to  attempt  to  measure  the  extent  to  which  children  chose 
reading  as  an  activity  in  preference  to  other  voluntary 
activities. 

Attempts  to  measure  children* s preferences  in  types  of 

13/  14/ 

assignments  have  been  made  by  both  Stewart  and  Lyons  T” 

These  studies  used  the  questionnaire  method  to  determine 

which  activity  assignments  children  preferred. 

15/ 

Stewart  — found  in  the  study  which  she  made  in  grades 
IV, V,  and  VI  that  children  preferred  construction  and  draw- 
ing to  other  activities.  Reading  was  a popular  choice,  but 
not  the  most  popular  in  any  one  of  the  three  grades.  Writing 
was  more  popular  with  girls  than  with  boys,  but  in  most 

cases  it  was  the  least  liked  of  all  the  activities. 

16/ 

The  evaluation  made  by  Lyons  of  three  hundred  sixth 

grade  pupils’  choice  of  activities  in  relation  to  reading 
assignments,  included  reading  to  make  a talk,  reading  to 
entertain,  reading  for  construction,  reading  before  going 

13/  Dorothy  Stewart,  "Children’s  Preferences  in  Types  of 
Assignments,”  Unpublished  Master’s  Thesis,  Boston  University, 
Boston,  1945. 

14/  Catherine  Lyons,  "An  Evaluation  of  the  Relative  Appeal 
ox  Reading  Assignments,”  Unpublished  Master's  Thesis,  Boston 
University,  Boston,  1943. 

15/  Stewart,  oj>.  cit. 

To/  Lyons,  op.  cit. 
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on  an  excursion,  or  reading  with  no  activity  following. 
Prom  the  responses  she  found  that  reading  for  an  excursion 
had  the  greatest  appeal,  while  reading  to  write  had  the 
least. 


After  reviewing  the  many  available  studies  in  this 
field,  this  investigator  felt  that  there  were  no  direct 
studies  applicable  to  the  topic  she  wished  to  explore. 

As  stated  previously,  the  purpose  of  this  study  is 
to  find  the  degree  in  which  children  choose  reading  as  an 
activity  in  relation  to  other  voluntary  activities. 
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CHAPTER  II 
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CHAPTER  II 


CONSTRUCTION  OP  TEST  AND 
DESCRIPTION  OP  EXPERIMENT 

CONSTRUCTION  OP  TEST: 

As  stated  in  Chapter  I,  the  purpose  of  this  study  is 
to  find  the  extent  to  which  children  choose  reading  as  an 
activity  in  preference  to  other  voluntary  activities. 

To  measure  this  preference,  a survey  test  ^was  con- 
structed. The  test  consisted  of  twenty  assumed  situations. 
A choice  of  five  possible  activities  was  offered  with  each 
situation.  These  activities  included:  writing,  reading, 
observation  (listening  and  watching) , indoor  or  non-active 
activities,  and  outdoor  or  active  activities. 

In  order  to  prevent  an  over  emphasis  on  any  activity 
by  its  placement,  precaution  was  taken  to  present  each 
activity  an  equal  number  of  times  in  rotated  positions. 

Under  the  five  main  classifications  the  following 
activities  were  used: 

I.  Reading 

1.  books  of  their  own  selection 

2.  to  find  information  about  a given  subject 

3.  selected  stories  or  books 

1/  Survey  Test.  Appendix 
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II.  Writing 

1.  descriptions  on  a given  topic 

2.  letters  to  friends 

3.  newspaper  articles  for  a school  paper 

4.  a play 

5.  experience  stories 

6.  reviews  of  hooks 

7.  riddles 

8.  poetry 

9.  imaginary  stories 

10.  letters  for  information 

11.  in  a diary 

III.  Observation 

1.  listening  to  the  radio 

2.  listening  to  lectures 

3.  listening  to  stories  read  or  told 

4.  listening  to  phonograph  records 

5.  watching  movies  or  slides 

6.  looking  at  pictures 

7.  watching  out  of  the  windows  of  trains 

8.  watching  people  in  railroad  stations 

9.  watching  a play 
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IV,  Indoor  or  non-active  activities 

1.  arts  and  crafts 

2.  dramatics 

3.  non-active  indoor  games 

4.  music  participation 

V,  Outdoor  or  active  activities 

1.  going  on  excursions  or  sight  seeing  trips 

2.  collecting  materials 

3.  active  outdoor  sports 

4.  active  indoor  sports 

5.  planting  a school  garden 

The  wording  and  sentence  structure  were  kept  simple. 

An  attempt  was  made  at  all  times  to  keep  the  vocabulary 
within  the  reading  level  of  fourth  grade  children. 

DESCRIPTION  OP  EXPERIMENT: 

This  survey  test  was  given  to  72  children  in  Grade  IV, 
68  children  in  Grade  V,  and  141  children  in  Grade  VI.  This 
made  a total  of  281  children  tested,  in  nine  public  schools 
in  suburban  areas  of  Boston.  This  represented  a heterogene- 
ous population,  for  the  public  schools  were  located  in 
residential  and  industrial  communities  where  the  environment 
varied  in  social  and  in  economic  status,  and  in  cultural 
background. 


...  - 

' 

■ 

fro;-"  i ■ . . • 1 3 '; 

f»v  Tr  'TOOJ&o  tfO 

.1  . 

4 

. 

■ r ■:  I - 

nt8  eoneJrtea  £cra  grrlMcw  edf 
r ;r.  • )OV  erf*  /)©;•.'  ot  o©«  r f I.:  r'^  >£>,r:n  tc;r'.>v.t  « 

. • ' 

: 

, 

, 

P ■ ‘ 

- - . 

■ r *7i  oi?  Co  •'  / ’ ' . rr’’-  ‘ •V"  - 

. ' rruot^cea 


The  test  was  administered  by  the  teachers  to  their  own 
classes  so  that  the  novelty  of  a stranger  did  not  enter  in 
as  a variable  factor. 

The  following  directions  were  read  to  the  children 
when  they  were  given  the  test. 

This  is  a test  to  find  out  what  things  you  like  to 
do  best.  We  do  not  all  like  the  same  things. 

In  each  of  the  lists  below  you  are  to  choose  the 
one  you  would  like  to  do  best.  Put  a number  1 in  front 
of  it.  Put  number  2 in  front  of  your  second  choice. 

Just  make  your  first  and  second  choice  in  each  list. 

The  children  were  free  to  ask  questions  about  any  word 
or  phrase  they  did  not  know  or  understand.  There  was  no 
time  limit  given,  but  in  all  cases,  the  test  was  completed 
within  twenty  minutes. 

The  ages  of  the  children  ranged  from  eight  to  fourteen. 

A frequency  table  of  the  ages  is  given  on  the  following  page. 
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TABLE  I 


AGE  FREQUENCY  DISTRIBUTION  OF  CHILDREN 
IN  GRADES  IV,  V,  AND  VI 


AGE 

Grade 

Boys 

IV 

Girls 

Grade 

Boys 

V 

Girls 

Grade  VI 
Boys  Girls 

TOTAL 

8 

1 

2 

3 

9 

21 

22 

2 

6 

51 

10 

12 

8 

22 

22 

7 

4 

75 

11 

4 

2 

9 

5 

38 

59 

117 

12 

1 

17 

14 

32 

13 

1 

1 

2 

14 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

38 

34 

35 

33 

64 

77 

281 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  age  of  the  greatest  number  of 
children  is  eleven  years*  Ten  is  the  age  having  the  next 
greatest  number.  The  range  of  this  table  is  eight  to  fourteen 
years  of  age. 

In  the  research  reported  in  Chapter  I,  it  was  found  that 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  books  read  between  the 
ages  of  eight  and  fourteen.  At  the  ages  of  twelve  and  thir- 
teen, the  maximum  voluntary  reading  interest  was  usually 

reached.  The  children  tested  in  this  survey  all  come  within 
the  age  group  which  is  considered  the  period  where  children 
use  voluntary  reading  to  the  greatest  extent. 
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CHAPTES  III 


ANALYSIS  OP  DATA 
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CHAPTER  III 


ANALYSIS  OP  DATA 

In  analyzing  the  results  of  the  investigation,  only 
first  choices  were  considered.  The  results  are  organized 
in  the  following  manner  : 

1.  Order  of  preference  of  activities  by  the  number  of 
times  each  was  chosen  first  in  Grades  IV,  V,  and  VI, 

2.  Comparison  of  activities  by  the  number  of  times 
the  activity  was  given  first  choice  in  separate 
grades. 

3.  Comparison  of  boys'  and  girls'  preferences  of 
voluntary  activities  by  the  number  of  times  the 
activity  was  given  first  choice, 

4.  Comparison  of  rank  order  of  activities  according  to 
the  first  choices  of  boys  and  girls  by  grades  IV, 

V,  and  VI. 


-13- 


t.ti  ; v 


t 


• • ' 

. * 

: •ts.'Mr-i’T  vrt^v  A r He*  orft  rri 

... 

. 

... 

• • • ■ •"•'  ‘ ’ ‘ ■ ' ‘ -•  ’ * * '■ 

' 

■ 

. " ' ' ' ' • 

' 

. 

' 


' 


TABLE  II 

ORDER  OR  PREFERENCE  BY  PER  CENT  OF  FIRST  CHOICES  OP 
VOLUNTARY  ACTIVITIES  IN  GRADES  IV,  V,  AND  VI 


^Compared  with  TABLE  I 


Activ- 

ities 

No. First 
Choices 

% First 
Choices 

O 

CO 

Diff. 

of 

S.E. 

Diff. 

C.R. 

Outdoor 

2774 

49.35 

.007 

Indoor 

921 

16.38 

.005 

32.97 

.009 

36.6 

Observa- 

tion 

906 

16.12 

.005 

.26 

.007 

.371 

Reading 

694 

12.34 

.005 

3.78 

.007 

5.40 

Writing 

325 

5.78 

.004 

6.56 

.006 

10.93 

Table  II  shows  the  order  of  preference  of  voluntary 
activities  of  281  children  in  Grades  IV,  V,  and  VI  on  the 
basis  of  the  ntunber  of  times  each  voluntary  activity  was 
chosen  first. 

The  activity  given  first  choice  the  greatest  number  of 
times  was  outdoor  or  active  activities.  This  activity  in- 
cluded such  items  as  going  on  excursions,  and  active  outdoor 
sports.  It  far  outranked  the  other  choices  of  the  children 
for  it  was  chosen  forty-nine  per  cent  of  the  time,  or  about 
three  times  as  often  as  indoor  or  non-active  activities  which 


ranked  next 
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The  activity  which  ranked  second  by  the  greatest  number 
of  first  choices  was  indoor  or  non-active  activities.  This 
included  indoor  games,  music  participation,  dramatics,  and 
arts  and  crafts.  This  activity  was  chosen  16.38$  of  the  time 
Observation,  which  included  activities  of  watching  and  listen 
ing,  was  chosen  16.12$  of  the  time,  showing  a slight  prefer- 
ence by  the  children  between  the  two  activities. 

The  critical  ratio  between  outdoor  and  indoor  activities 
was  36.6  which  shows  a statistically  significant  difference 
in  favor  of  outdoor  activities.  However,  the  critical  ratio 
between  indoor  activities  and  observation  is  so  low  that  it 
can  not  be  considered  statistically  significant. 

Heading  was  fourth  in  Table  II.  It  was  given  first 
choice  only  12$  of  the  time.  The  critical  ratio  of  5.40 
received  when  comparing  observation  with  reading  is  statisti- 
cally significant. 

Writing  was  the  least  liked  of  all  the  activities.  It 
was  chosen  first  only  5.78$  in  comparison  to  the  other  act- 
ivities. Between  reading  and  writing,  a critical  ratio  of 
10.93  was  obtained  which  was  statistically  significant  in 
favor  of  reading. 

Briefly,  the  results  of  Table  II  indicate  that  outdoor 
or  active  activities  were  definitely  preferred  first  by  the 
children  of  the  17, V,  and  VI  grades  tested.  Indoor  activi- 
ties ranked  second  and  observation,  third,  but  the  latter 
difference  is  of  no  statistical  significance.  Reading  rated 
fourth  in  the  order  of  preferences  for  voluntary  activities, 
and  writing  is  preferred  least. 
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TABLE  III 


COMPARISON  BY  PER  CENT  OF  SHADE  IV,  V,  AND  VI 
IN  FIRST  CHOICES  OF  VOLUNTARY  ACTIVITIES 


Activities  $ 

Grade  IV 

$ 

Grade  V 

% 

Grade  VI 

Outdoor 

45.13 

50.66 

50.88 

Indoor 

18.47 

15.22 

17.30 

Observation 

16.38 

15.51 

16.27 

Reading 

13.61 

13.45 

11.09 

Writing 

6.25 

5.14 

5.85 

There  was  no  appreciable  difference  in  percentages  in 
choices  of  activities  when  compared  by  grades.  The  rank 
order  of  preferences  was  almost  the  same  in  each  grade, 
except  for  outdoor,  indoor,  and  observation  activities  on 
the  fourth  grade  level.  In  this  situation,  observation  and 
indoor  activities  received  a slightly  higher  percentage, 
while  indoor  activities  decreased  a small  percentage. 
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TABLE  IV 

SEX  DIFFERENCES  BY  PER  CENT  OP  FIRST 
CHOICES  OF  VOLUNTARY  ACTIVITIES 


Activ- 

ities 

Boys 

% S.E.# 

Girls 

-f~. — 

S.E.# 

Diff . S.E. 
% Diff.# 

C.R. 

Outdoor 

51.82 

.010 

47.01 

.010 

+4.81 

.014 

+3.43 

Indoor 

15.54 

.008 

17.18 

.007 

-1.64 

.011 

-1.49 

Obser- 

vation 

16*05 

.008 

16.18 

.007 

- .13 

.011 

- .118 

Reading 

11.75 

.008 

12.91 

.007 

-1.16 

.011 

-1.65 

Writing 

4.81 

.006 

6.70 

.006 
_ . -i 

-1.89 

.008 

-2.30 

A study  of  this  table  reveals  only  two  statistically 
significant  critical  ratios  between  boys  and  girls  regarding 
their  choice  of  voluntary  activities.  The  difference  between 
51  per  cent,  the  boys1  choices  for  outdoor  activities,  as 
compared  to  47  per  cent,  the  girls*  choices  of  this  activity, 
resulted  in  a critical  ratio  of  3.43. 

The  difference  between  the  boys  and  girls  in  their  pref- 
erence for  writing  as  a voluntary  activity  was  shown  by  the 
boys*  choice  of  4.81  per  cent  of  the  time,  while  girls  chose 
it  6.70  per  cent  of  the  time.  This  resulted  in  a critical 
ratio  of  2.30,  a difference  that  approaches  statistical 
significance  in  favor  of  the  girls'  preference  of  writing 
as  a voluntary  activity  over  that  of  the  boys. 
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Other  than  this,  there  was  no  appreciable  difference 
between  the  boys  and  the  girls  in  their  choices  of  voluntary- 
activities  of  indoor,  observation,  or  reading. 

This  reveals  that  while  outdoor  activities  are  the 
first  choice  of  girls,  they  do  not  choose  it  to  the  extent 
that  boys  do.  Also,  girls  tend  to  choose  writing  to  a 
greater  degree  than  do  boys,  although  this  preference  of 
activities  is  ranted  least  liked  by  both  groups. 


TABLE  V 

RANK  IH  FREQUENCY  OP  VOLUNTARY  ACTIVITIES  ACCORDING  TO 
THE  NUMBER  OP  FIRST  CHOICES  IN  GRADES  IV,  V,  AND  VI 


GRADE 

IV 

GRADE 

V 

GRADE 

VI 

Activi- 

ties 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

TOTAL 

Outdoor 

31 

27 

33 

28 

59 

71 

249 

Reading 

6 

2 

1 

4 

3 

4 

20 

Obser- 

vation 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

3 

13 

Indoor 

5 

1 

1 

5 

12 

Writing 

1 

1 

Table  V was  constructed  by  counting  the  number  of  times 
each  activity  was  chosen  first.  The  activity  which  the 
individual  child  had  chosen  first  the  greatest  number  of 
times  was  then  considered  to  be  his  first  preference  of 
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all  the  activities. 

The  huiiaing  of  this  table  revealed  that  of  the  281 
children  given  the  test,  249  chose  outdoor  activities  the 
greatest  number  of  times.  This  gives  evidence  that  this 
activity,  as  rated  by  this  survey,  is  the  overwhelming 
preference  of  the  children. 

Reading  ranked  second  place,  bnt  it  was  the  preference 
of  only  twenty  children.  In  two  cases,  children  had  chosen 
outdoor  activities  and  reading  an  equal  number  of  times.  In 
another  case,  a girl  in  the  sixth  grade  had  chosen  outdoor 
activities,  indoor  activities  and  reading,  each  an  equal 
number  of  times. 

Observation  ranked  third  in  this  list  of  preferences. 

It  was  chosen  by  thirteen  children,  the  greatest  number  of 
times.  Indoor  activities  was  fourth,  having  been  chosen  by 
twelve  children.  Writing  ranked  lowest,  as  it  was  the  first 
preference  of  only  one  child. 

An  interesting  phase  of  this  grouping  was  that  five 
girls  and  one  boy  of  the  sixth  grade,  and  one  girl  of  the 
fourth  grade  chose  outdoor  and  indoor  activities  an  equal 
number  of  times.  One  fifth  grade  girl  and  one  fifth  grade 
boy  chose  outdoor  activities  and  observation  an  equal  number 
of  times.  Two  fourth  grade  girls  chose  observation  and 
indoor  activities  an  equal  number  of  times. 
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The  fact  that  writing  was  chosen  by  one  fourth  grade 
boy  the  greatest  number  of  times  led  the  writer  to  make  a 
more  careful  analysis  of  this  boy's  test  blank.  It  was 
found  that  in  this  case  the  fourth  grade  boy,  aged  nine, 
chose  writing  as  his  first  choice  of  activities  seven  times, 
and  as  his  second  choice,  five  times.  Reading,  observation, 
and  indoor  activities  were  chosen  first  only  three  times, 
and  outdoor  activities  were  chosen  first,  four  times. 

Writing  letters  was  first  choice  every  time  it  appeared 
in  the  test.  Writing  a play  and  writing  a story  of  adventure 
were  also  chosen  first. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


CONCLUSIONS  AND  FINDINGS 
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CHAPTER  IV 


C01ICLUSI0HS  AND  FINDINGS 


The  analysis  of  the  data  as  presented  in  the  previous 
chapter,  obtained  hy  counting  the  number  of  first  choices 
received  by  each  activity  revealed  : 

1*  Outdoor  activities  was  the  outstanding  first  choice; 
indoor  activities,  second  choice;  observation,  third 
choice;  reading,  fourth  choice;  writing,  fifth 
choice, 

2,  The  statistical  significance  showed  a decided 
preference  for  outdoor  activities  over  indoor  activ- 
ities, 

3,  Little  statistical  significance  was  shown  between 
the  preference  for  indoor  activities  and  for 
observation. 

4.  Some  statistical  evidence  was  shown  for  the  pref- 
erence of  observation  over  reading. 

5.  The  critical  ratio  was  statistically  significant 
for  reading  as  a preferred  activity  over  writing. 

6*  Boys  preferred  outdoor  activities  slightly  more 
than  girls  did. 
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7.  The  comparison  between  the  preferences  of  boys  and 
girls  in  regard  to  indoor  activities,  observation, 
and  reading  was  so  slight  as  to  have  no  statistical 
significance. 

8.  Girls  preferred  writing  to  a slightly  greater  degree 
than  did  boys. 

Analysis  of  the  data  by  rating  as  first  choice  the 
activity  which  was  chosen  the  greatest  number  of  times, 
revealed: 

1.  Outdoor  activities  had  by  far  the  greatest  preference 
Of  the  281  children  tested,  249  ranked  this  activity 
first. 

2.  Heading  ranked  second. 

3.  Observation  ranked  third,  with  a very  slight  prefer- 
ence over  indoor  activities. 

4.  Writing  was  the  least  liked  of  all  the  activities. 

It  was  ranked  as  first  preference  of  all  the  activ- 
ities by  only  one  child. 

SUGGESTIONS  FOR  FURTHER  RESEARCH 

1.  Conduct  case  studies  of  individual  children  who  chose 
reading  as  their  first  preference  of  all  voluntary 
activities  in  an  attempt  to  determine  what  factors 
developed  this  interest. 
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2.  Conduct  a case  study  of  the  one  child  who  chose 
writing  as  first  preference  of  all  voluntary  activ- 
ities in  an  attempt  to  determine  what  factors  de- 
veloped this  interest  for  one  child  when  the  activ- 
ity was  so  generally  disliked  by  all  the  other 
children  tested. 

3.  Continue  the  study  in  other  communities  to  determine 
whether  the  results  obtained  would  remain  the  same. 

4.  Conduct  a similar  study  to  compare  the  influence 
of  chronological  age,  mental  age,  and  reading 
achievement  upon  voluntary  reading  in  relation  to 
other  voluntary  activities. 
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Name Grade School 

Bate  of  Birth Age Boy  or  Girl 

This  is  a test  to  find  out  what  you  like  to  do  best. 

We  do  not  all  like  the  same  things. 

In  each  of  the  lists  below  you  are  to  choose  the  one 
you  would  like  to  do  best.  Put  a number  1 in  front  of  it. 
Put  number  2 in  front  of  your  second  choice.  Just  make  your 
first  and  second  choice  in  each  list. 


1.  If  you  belonged  to  Boy  Scouts  or  Girl  Scouts,  in  order 
to  win  an  award  would  you  prefer 
to  read  about  birds 

_ to  write  a description  of  a bird  you  are  familiar 
with 

to  hear  a lecture  on  birds 

to  build  a bird  house 

to  go  on  a hike  and  look  for  birds 

2«  We  are  going  to  build  an  aquarium  for  our  school  room, 
how  would  you  like  to  help  ? 

write  the  story  for  the  school  paper 

draw  the  plans 

find  out  from  books  how  other  people  have  built 

them 

collect  the  material  that  is  necessary  for  it 

study  the  pictures  of  different  kinds  of  aquariums 
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3.  When  yon  are  on  a trip  and  yon  have  to  wait  in  a strange 
city  between  trains,  how  wonld  yon  like  to  spend  yonr 
time  ? 

watching  the  people  in  the  railroad  station 
working  a jig-saw  pnzzle 

going  sight  seeing 

reading  a hook 

writing  letters  to  yonr  friends 


4*  Yonr  class  is  in  charge  of  assembly.  The  program  will 
be  abont  good-will  among  nations.  If  yon  were  given 
yonr  choice  of  the  following  activities,  which  wonld 
yon  enjoy  most  ? 

taking  part  in  a play 

helping  to  collect  the  flowers  for  the  stage 

decorations 

reading  abont  the  cnstoms  in  other  countries 

writing  the  play  to  be  presented 

listening  to  a lecture  on  the  cnstoms  in  other 

countries 


5#  While  studying  abont  Egypt,  which  of  these  things  wonld 
seem  most  interesting  ? 

going  to  a museum  and  visiting  the  Egyptian  room 

reading  abont  Egypt 
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&•  (continued)  While  studying  about  Egypt,  which  of  these 
things  would  seem  most  interesting  ? 

writing  a theme  about  Egypt 

watching  a movie  of  scenes  of  Egypt 

painting  an  Egyptian  frieze 

6*  On  a cold  winter  night  would  you  prefer 

to  write  letters  to  your  friends 

to  go  ice  skating 

to  listen  to  the  radio 

to  read  library  books 

to  play  anagrams 


7.  After  you  have  read  the  story  The  First  Thanksgiving, 
which  of  the  following  would  you  choose  to  do  ? 

have  someone  read  you  stories  about  the  Pilgrims 

read  stories  about  the  Pilgrims 

dramatize  the  story  The  First  Thanksgiving 

write  a review  of  the  story  The  First  Thanksgiving 

go  to  Plymouth 


8. 


At  summer  camp  you  have  a free  afternoon.  What  would 
you  like  best  to  do  ? 

hand  crafts 

write  a story  of  your  adventures  at  camp 
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8,  (continued)  At  summer  camp  you  have  a free  afternoon# 

What  would  you  like  best  to  do  ? 
go  hiking 

have  someone  tell  you  about  the  animal  life  to  be 

found  near  the  camp 

read  books  about  camp  craft 

9#  If  you  went  to  spend  the  afternoon  with  a friend,  would 
you  prefer 

to  play  ping-pong 

to  listen  to  phonograph  records 
to  have  him  let  you  look  at  his  books  and  read 
the  ones  you  want 
to  play  checkers 
to  write  riddles 

10#  If  your  class  had  won  a prize  and  you  were  chosen  to 
spend  the  money  for  something  you  thought  they  would 
all  enjoy,  would  you 

buy  books 

buy  molding  clay 

pay  the  fees  for  all  the  children  in  the  room  to 

enter  a national  story  writing  contest 
buy  a basketball 

buy  phonograph  records  of  famous  musical  selections 
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11*  When  you  study  about  plants  in  science  class,  which 
would  you  find  most  interesting  ? 

to  see  slides  of  crops  raised  in  the  United  States 

to  plant  a school  garden 

to  write  descriptions  of  the  crops  grown  in  your 
community 

to  make  a scrapbook  of  drawings  of  plants 

to  read  how  to  do  experiments  about  plant  life 

12*  If  you  were  to  study  about  Mexico,  would  you  rather 
learn  Mexican  songs 

read  the  story  of  Pedro  fa  Mexican  boy) 

see  a movie  on  life  in  Mexico 

visit  the  home  of  a Mexican  family 

write  a letter  to  a boy  or  girl  who  lives  in 

Mexico 

13*  During  summer  vacation  do  you  like  best 

to  go  swimming 

to  write  poetry 

to  play  the  piano 

to  read  library  books 

to  listen  to  the  radio 
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14a  If  you  were  to  study  about  butterflies  in  your  science 
class,  would  it  be  more  interesting 
to  read  about  butterflies 

to  have  someone  tell  you  about  the  beautiful 
butterflies  to  be  found  in  the  tropics 
to  collect  butterflies 

to  write  an  article  for  your  school  paper  about 

butterflies 

to  paint  pictures  of  butterflies 

15,  During  a free  period  at  school,  which  of  the  following 
do  you  like  best  to  do  ? 

write  stories  to  be  made  into  booklets  for  the 

schoolroom  library 

practice  with  the  school  orchestra 

read  library  books 

have  the  teacher  read  to  you 

play  games  in  the  gym 


16*  If  you  were  invited  to  spend  a week-end  in  the  country, 
while  there  would  you  like 

to  write  letters  to  your  friends  of  the  things  you 

were  doing  in  the  country 

to  go  horseback  riding 

to  paint  scenes  of  the  country 

to  read  stories  of  the  history  of  the  community 
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17.  You  are  planning  a trip  to  the  mountains.  In  getting 
ready  to  go,  which  of  the  following  things  would  be  most 
helpful? 

to  go  to  railroad  and  bus  stations  to  find  the  best 
means  of  transportation 

to  look  at  pictures  of  the  places  you  are  to  visit 
to  read  about  the  places  you  are  to  visit 
to  make  an  album  to  put  in  piotures  of  the  places 
you  are  to  visit 

to  write  for  information  about  the  places  you  plan 

to  visit 

18.  You  have  seen  a movie  of  Alaska  and  you  wish  to  know 
more  of  that  country.  Would  you  prefer 

to  read  Silver  Chief  (the  story  of  an  Alaskan  dog) 

to  have  a quiz  program  about  Alaska 

to  go  to  New  Hampshire  to  see  a dog-sled  race 
to  hear  a lecture  by  a famous  Alaskan  explorer 

19 • If  you  were  on  a trip,  and  had  to  ride  all  day  on  the 
train,  would  you  pass  the  time 

writing  in  your  diary  of  your  trip 

having  the  porter  take  you  through  the  train 

to  the  baggage  car,  the  diner,  and  the  kitchen 
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19.  (continued)  If  you  were  on  a trip  and  had  to  ride  all 


day  on  the  train,  would  you  pass  the  time 

looking  out  of  the  window 

reading  a hook 

doing  cross-word  puzzles 


SO.  After  you  have  read  the  hook, Tom  Sawyer , would  you 
rather 

make  puppets  of  the  characters  in  the  story 
read  another  hook  hy  the  same  author — Mark  Twain 

see  the  play,  Tom  Sawyer 

write  a review  of  the  hook 

try  sailing  a raft 
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